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A btal of 64,523 fur-seal &ins were t&en in the Covemment-administered 

seaiag operations on &.aska~ s Pribilof I sl.ands. during the 1946 season which 

closed &pst 8, #ecretary of the Intetior J. A. kg announced today. 

%is represents a decrease of J.Z,wCl. &-ins under the 1945 take, due, accord- 

ing to officials of’ the Fish and Wildlife Sefrice of the Department of the Inte? 

rior , to the late arrival of the se& herd at t&e islands this year, probably 

be-e of unusu831y severe weather last @x&x. 

&spite the 1946 take, the seal herd nu,uWred 3,386,008 enimtils when the 
L BMN8;1 census was taken on August 10, Secretary Krug stated. %is is an increase 

of 7.31 per cent ouer the 1945 census of 3,X35,268 aaim&s. 

k~sU.s, which h.me a soft and beaufiful underpelage are hi&Q valued and 

the Pribilof Islend hezd is estimated to be wrth in excess of $100,000,000. ’ 

when the $‘ederal be-t a.suprsd active management of the fw-seals in 

the Pribilof s in 1910 ( the herd wg&zined only 132,279 animals, z)y careful con- . 
servation the herd has been developed to its present size and, at the same time, 

has proticed 1,367,322 &ins whi& We been =ld for the account of the Govern- 

mellt. 

‘bre than 23,000 &La&a seal skins will be sold at a seti-annual @ lit auc- 

tion by the Fouke Fur Company in. St. Louis 0~ October 2l, for the Government’ s 

account. At the la&, sale in St, Louis, on April 29, 28,032 seal skins were sold, 

i 
the skins bring@! a top price of $114 and averaging $87,151. 



. . ..- 

whan the United States purchased &a&a in 186’7, the fur-seal herd ntiered 

about 3,000,OOO enixnals. But uncontrolled ‘independent @o\;q?s killed sople 329,000 

setis in the following two years. 

~om18’70 to 1910, the Government leased the ri&t to take fur-seal skins on 

the islands to private corporations. Under a first -year lease, 1,977,377 skins 

were taken and the enmkl, take was frequently in emms of 100,000 &ins. ztndm 

second 2O-year lease, the tat&l take was 342,651 skins. 

%e leasing system was discontinued in 1910 and the fur-seal herd was admin- 

istered until 1913 by the Secretary of Commrce md L&or and, than, until 1939 by 

the Secretary of Commerce. Since 1939 j,t has been under the direction of the 

Secretary of the Interior, through the Fish and ‘rtiUU.ife Service, &t present the 

herd is protected under a prcnbiona egrmnemt between the United States apld 

Canada whereby Canada receives 20 per cent of the skins taken. 
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